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Reciprocity Program for Foreign Nationals 
BECA COLOMBIA  
Call for Applications 2026‑2  
Office of International Relations
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What is Beca Colombia and what is its objective? 
Through this program, ICETEX implements a reciprocity strategy with cooperating countries that offer scholarships to Colombian citizens. This strategy allows ICETEX to contribute to the international positioning of Colombia as an academic destination for postgraduate studies and for learning the Spanish language.
Additionally, the program contributes to the internationalization processes of Colombian Higher Education Institutions and supports the national bilingualism and multilingualism strategy by hosting students with international and intercultural experience.
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Call Schedule
Perfecto. Con la información que enviaste, así queda organizada en una tabla de tres columnas, con 8 filas, clara y lista para incorporar en el PPT o en un documento oficial:





	Activity
	Responsible
	Dates 

	Call for Applications Status
	ICETEX
	Open

	Call for Applications Opening 2026‑2
	ICETEX
	From March 25, 2026

	Call for Applications Closing 2026‑2
	ICETEX
	Until 5:00 p.m. on June 5, 2026

	Evaluation and Selection of Applicants
	ICETEX
	From June 6 to June 17, 2026

	Publication of Results on the ICETEX Website
	ICETEX
	June 18, 2026

	Notification via Email to Selected Applicants
	ICETEX
	June 19, 2026

	Submission of Scholarship Acceptance Letter by Selected Applicants
	Scholarship Recipient
	From June 20 to June 21, 2026 (until 11:59 p.m.)

	Start of Studies in Colombia
	Scholarship Recipient
	According to the academic program
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Program Characteristics:
Up to 70 scholarships in three modalities: Spanish Language Courses, Specialization Programs, Master’s Degree Programs
Duration: Up to 1 semester for Spanish courses, Up to 2 semesters for specialization programs, Up to 4 semesters for master’s programs.
Requirements: Be a foreign citizen, Not hold Colombian nationality, Not be residing in Colombia,  Not have a marital or de facto relationship in Colombia, Not have previously benefited from the program, Be between 18 and 50 years of age,  Minimum GPA of 4.0/5.0,  Hold a professional degree, Have a final letter of admission,  Be in good physical and mental health
Benefits: Tuition fee exemption (Higher Education Institution), Courtesy Type‑V Visa (Ministry of Foreign Affairs), Monthly living allowance, Foreign resident ID subsidy, Health insurance subsidy
 **SLIDE 5 **
Required Documents
1. Final letter of admission
2. University degree (any field of study)
3. Academic transcript
4. Motivation and prioritization letter
5. Valid passport
6. Medical certificate
7. Certificate of professional experience
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Selection Criteria
	Criterion
	Documents to be Evaluated
	Range
	Points

	Academic Excellence (35%)
	
	Mayor ≥ 4.8 or ≤ 5.0
	35 points

	
	
	 Mayor> 4.5 and ≤ 4.8
	20 points

	
	
	 Mayor 4.2 and ≤ 4.5
	10 points

	
	
	Mayor ≥ 4.0 and ≤ 4.2
	5 points

	Professional Experience (30%)
	Work experience certificates (minimum 12 months)
	More than 60 months
	30 points

	
	
	More than 36 and up to 60 months
	20 points

	
	
	More than 12 and up to 36 months
	10 points

	
	
	12 months
	5 points

	Geographic Location of the Colombian Teaching Center (20%)
	Destination city of the selected academic program
	Small cities (Academic Offer Catalogue 2026‑2)
	20 points

	
	
	Intermediate cities (Academic Offer Catalogue 2026‑2)
	10 points

	
	
	Large cities (Academic Offer Catalogue 2026‑2)
	5 points

	Reciprocity (15%)
	Passport / nationality
	Applicant from a country that offers scholarships to Colombians through ICETEX
	15 points


**Applicant without nationality from a country that offers scholarships to Colombians channeled through ICETEX – 0 puntos
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Important Information
· Academic Offer Catalogue – Final Letter of Admission
· Up to 70 scholarships
· Application deadline: June 5, 2026 – 17:00 (Colombia time) 
· On site and virtual programs
· Some programs are **100% taught in English
· Scholars must have financial resources to cover the first three months
· Results will be published on June 18, 2026

**THANK YOU**         [www.icetex.gov.co] (http://www.icetex.gov.co)
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ICETEX – Office of International Relations
1. Action Model
ICETEX beneficiaries are supported through coordinated action involving:
· National and local government
· Higher Education Institutions
· International cooperation partners+ Private sector stakeholders

2. Key Figures Supporting Our Work
· 5.8 million people financed
· 75 years of experience
· 1,106 municipalities served
· 5 regional offices
· Fitch Ratings: AAA (Long‑Term) / F1+ (Short‑Term)

3. International Portfolio
1. Programs for Colombians
· World Scholarships
· Pacific Alliance Academic Mobility Platform

2. Programs for Foreigners
· Colombia Scholarship
· Pacific Alliance Mobility Platform

3. Programs for Higher Education Institutions
· International Experts Program
· Multilingualism Program
4. Special Cooperation Programs 
· Co-Funded Programs
· Erasmus+ Focal Point

1.  Programs for Colombians
-World Scholarships 
Scholarships funded through international cooperation allowing Colombian citizens study abroad, face-to-face or virtually, at the following levels:
· Short courses
· Undergraduate studies
· Master’s programs
· Doctoral studies

Available as partial or full scholarships, with cooperation from partner countries including Japan, Russia, China, Hungary, Spain and the United States.
2022–2025 results:
· +2,777 scholarships awarded
· More than 24 destination countries
· 31 Colombian departments impacted

As of March 2026:
· 681 pre‑selected candidates
· 20 open calls
· 4 partner governments
· 218 Shortlisted candidates Government scholarships
· 10 international HEIs

- Pacific Alliance Mobility Platform 
It is a full scholarship program of the Pacific Alliance whose purpose is to contribute to the formation of human capital and academic integration between Chile, Colombia, Mexico and Peru. Beneficiaries can carry out academic exchanges at the undergraduate level, faculty mobility, doctoral students and researchers. 
AP Colombian scholarship figures between 2022 and 2024
269 scholarships awarded to Colombian citizens. 
208 undergraduates. 
61 PhD, Teaching Mobility and Research

Destination countries
Mexico-65
 Chile -62
Peru -49

2025
42 Colombians bound for Chile (32 undergraduate, 10 postgraduate) 9 Colombians bound for Mexico (6 undergraduate, 3 postgraduate) 36 Colombians bound for Peru. (30 undergraduates, 6 graduates)
2. Programs for Foreign Nationals – Colombia Scholarship
Offers full scholarships for foreign citizens to pursue postgraduate studies in Colombia. Colombian HEIs cover tuition exemption and ICETEX complements with: Living allowance, Health insurance, Courtesy visa and foreign resident ID subsidy.
Spanish Course • Specialization • master’s degree
Main fields of study include:
· Business Administration
· Marketing and Digital Marketing
· Civil Engineering
· Data Science
· Law (Business and International Law)

2022–2024 results:
· 316 scholarships awarded
· 66 host HEIs
· 37 countries of origin

2025

50 Scholarships awarded in master's degrees (47 active beneficiaries) 24 HEIs 10 Cities (Bogotá, Bucaramanga, Cali, Cartagena, Chía, Envigado, Manizales, Medellín, Sabaneta and Santa Marta)


Other Programs for Foreign Nationals
-Pacific Alliance Mobility Platform
AP Foreign Fellows Figures Between 2022 and 2024
 266 scholarships awarded 
207 undergraduates
 59 of doctorate, teaching mobility and research.

Countries of origin
 Mexico-129
 Chile-36
 Peru – 101

2025
78 scholarship recipients
 28 HEIs 
11 Cities
3. Programs for foreigners
 - Language assistants

 With the purpose of strengthening the language departments and perfecting the teaching of English, French, German and Mandarin in Colombia, ICETEX has established alliances with international partners, to facilitate the incoming mobility of native language assistants who support the teaching of their language in Colombian educational institutions. 

China 25 - United Kingdom 94 - Germany 8 - France 61 - USA 123 - Trinidad and Tobago 123 - Jamaica 5 - Barbados 5

 Total beneficiaries 387

 2022 to 2024: 322 ATTENDEES 

2025
93 attendees (United Kingdom, France, Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica, Germany, Barbados and China) 

Destination: Bogotá, Barranquilla, Bucaramanga, Cali, Cartagena, Medellín, Montería, Pamplona Norte de Santander, Sincelejo, Tunja, Villavicencio and Yopal

Programs for foreigners

 - International Experts Program 

Aimed at the HEIs, associations and networks of Colombian universities. 

Modalities
 • OUTBOUND MOBILITY • INBOUND MOBILITY • SHARED INBOUND MOBILITY • VIRTUAL • PROJECTS

ITEMS VARIES ACCORDING TO MODALITY
 International tickets
 Travel expenses
 International event tickets
 Support for virtual classes
 Project implementation support


2025 Figures:

General Call for Proposals
2483 Approved

Outgoing-1569
Incoming-894
11 Virtual Projects
9 Projects

Colleges Grant Call for Proposals

Colleges Call for Proposals-149
Funded Projects-24
Funded Mobility Grants-27

Call for Proposals for Language Teaching and Protection

Selected Proposals

39 IES
52 Selected proposals
12 Languages or Languages 

4. Special International Cooperation Programs
Co‑funded Projects
These alliances allow you to provide opportunities to Colombian students and professionals who carry out international mobility. This type of program seeks to promote young talent, promote international cooperation and contribute to the development of strategic sectors for the country.
Partners (2025):
· Fundación Carolina
· Fulbright
· AIT Switzerland
· OEI
· DAAD
· Nebrija

Erasmus+ National Focal Point
Promotes participation of Colombian students and universities in EU‑led academic mobility and cooperation initiatives.
Since 2015, Latin America has been a priority region for Erasmus+, and with ICETEX support, Colombia has expanded outreach to remote regions.
2025 
• + de 15 socializaciones
 • Erasmus Week – Colombia
 • Col_DecisionSeed

THANK YOU
